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The Prince of Wales is to issue a warning that the world has only "100 months to act"
before the damage caused by global warming becomes irreversible.

As part of a tour of South America, his speech to business leaders in Rio de Janeiro
on Thursday will echo predictions made by climate change experts who believe
there are about eight years left to cut C02 emissions. He will warn that failure to act
urgently could have catastrophic effects for the planet.

The speech will stress the importance of big business joining the fight against global
warming. He will say that although the world is in recession, protecting the
environment should remain a priority.

It is believed the speech will echo one that he gave in São Paulo at the start of the
last recession in 1991, when he warned that it was important to continue to care for
the welfare of the planet and that it should not become "a luxury".
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... as you join us today from Italy, we have a small favour to ask. Through these
turbulent and challenging times, millions rely on the Guardian for independent
journalism that stands for truth and integrity. Readers chose to support us
financially more than 1.5 million times in 2020, joining existing supporters in 180
countries.

With your help, we will continue to provide high-impact reporting that can
counter misinformation and offer an authoritative, trustworthy source of news for
everyone. With no shareholders or billionaire owner, we set our own agenda and
provide truth-seeking journalism that’s free from commercial and political
influence. When it’s never mattered more, we can investigate and challenge
without fear or favour.

Unlike many others, we have maintained our choice: to keep Guardian journalism
open for all readers, regardless of where they live or what they can afford to pay.
We do this because we believe in information equality, where everyone deserves
to read accurate news and thoughtful analysis. Greater numbers of people are
staying well-informed on world events, and being inspired to take meaningful
action.

We aim to offer readers a comprehensive, international perspective on critical
events shaping our world – from the Black Lives Matter movement, to the new
American administration, Brexit, and the world's slow emergence from a global
pandemic. We are committed to upholding our reputation for urgent, powerful
reporting on the climate emergency, and made the decision to reject advertising
from fossil fuel companies, divest from the oil and gas industries, and set a course
to achieve net zero emissions by 2030.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. You can power Guardian journalism
and help sustain our future. Support the Guardian from as little as €1 – it only
takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount
each month. Thank you.

The prince's tour will help to put the environment at the top of the political agenda
before leaders of the G20 nations meet in London next month.

The prince, accompanied by the Duchess of Cornwall, will arrive in Chile tomorrow
at the start of a 10-day tour before travelling to Brazil and Ecuador. The tour will end
in the Galápagos Islands to mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Charles
Darwin.

Prince Charles has been a long-term campaigner on environmental issues and set up
his Rainforests Project in 2007.


