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Benedizioni I - i il
The halt announced on March 15 by the congregation for the doctrine of the _efle o omo_sex papa strimansta t
divieto, quando invece nell’anno 2000...

faith to blessings of same-sex couples has sparked a widespread outbreak of
Homosexual Blessings. The Pope Takes

rebellion in the Church, with its epicenter in Germany and Belgium, where
Back the Ban, When Instead in the Year

even leading bishops have publicly rejected and derided the decision from

2000...
Rome.

Bendiciones homosexuales. El Papa marca
But as of Sunday March 21, the main unknown is now another. And it regards distancia de la prohibicidn, pero en el aio
the pope. 2000...

Il fondatore di Schonstatt e stato
Does or does not Francis share this “Responsum” of the congregation that smascherato. Ma i suoi si ostinano a volerlo
watches over the correct doctrine of the Church? santo

The document bears the signatures of Cardinal Luis F. Ladaria, prefect of the The Founder of Schonstatt's Has Been

Ex d. But His Own Insist on Wanti
dicastery, and of Archbishop Giacomo Morandi, secretary of the same. posed. but His Own Insist on Wanting

Him Sainted
But it is also written there that "the Sovereign Pontiff Francis, at the Audience El fundador de Schonstatt ha sido
granted to the Secretary of this Congregation, was informed and gave his desenmascarado. Pero los suyos se
assent to the publication of the above-mentioned 'Responsum ad dubium,’ obstinan en quererlo santo
with the annexed 'Explanatory Note ". " L’”anno speciale” di san Giuseppe & come

I’araba fenice. Dove sia nessun lo sa

Already in this formulation, however, there are clues that suggest a lesser i o
The “Special Year” of St. Joseph is Like the

involvement of Francis compared with the previous "Responsa" of the same Phoenix. Where It May Be No One Knows

congregation. El “aio especial” de San José es como el
On previous occasions the pope had preliminarily given an audience not to ave fénix. Nadie sabe donde esta

the secretary but to the cardinal prefect of the dicastery, and not simply to be “Humanae vitae” addio. E in arrivo chi ne
“kept informed” and “give his consent to the publication,” as in this case, but celebrera il funerale

for something more exacting: to “approve,” meaning to make the decision his
own, and to “order” that it be published.

The official bulletin of the audiences shows that congregation secretary marzo: 2021

Morandi was received by Francis on January 28, while cardinal prefect L M M G VvV s b
Ladaria was last received on March 18, three days after the publication of the

1 2 3 5 6

"Responsum,” when the rebellion against the ban had broken out. 9 10 11 13 14
15 17 18 20 21

In reality, the rebels were not so much taking aim at Francis himself. They 22 25 26 27 28

were rather hurling their darts against the congregation for the doctrine of the Nt

faith, the Vatican, the ecclesiastical institution. Implicitly, as on other

occasions, they tended to separate the pope from the curia and to exempt LINK

him from direct responsibility.

01. Santa Sede
And he? It was like he was in on the game. At the Angelus on Sunday March

02. Sala st
21 he added a couple of glosses to the text he was reading, to mark his ala stampa

distance from those clerical, elitist rigidities and aridities that are his habitual 03. Vatican News

target, as a pope who is on the side. of the people against the institution. 04. L'Osservatore Romano

. . _ _ 05. La Civilta Cattolica
Here is the passage with the words that Francis added off the cuff underlined:

06. Il Sismografo

“It means sowing seeds of love, not with fleeting words but through concrete, 07. Rassegna stampa
simple and courageous examples, not with theoretical condemnations, but 08. Avventire
with gestures of love. Then the Lord, with his grace, makes us bear fruit, even

09. SIR

when the soil is dry due to misunderstandings, difficulty or persecution, or

claims of legalism or clerical moralism. This is barren soil." 10. La Nuova Bussola Quotidiana

11. ACI Stampa
A few hours later, right on time, came the twofold confirmation that this was

12. CNA
nothing other than an allusion by the pope, certainly not benevolent, to the
" " - : 13. The Pillar

Responsum" against blessings of homosexual couples.

14. Crux
The twofold confirmation came - with the ritual reference to “authoritative _

15. Asia News
Vatican sources who want to remain anonymous” - from two prominent

16. UCA News

Vatican scholars who have long been ranked among those closest to Jorge

Mario Bergoglio: the Irishman Gerard O'Connell and his wife, the Argentine L7. Bitter Winter

Elisabetta Piqué, respectively in the magazine of the New York Jesuits 18. Zen

“America” and in the Buenos Aires newspaper “La Nacién.” 19. Rossoporpora

The result of this allusive distancing of the pope is that from this point on the 20. AWM. Vall
"Responsum" against blessings of homosexual couples will be considered by 21. Corrispondenza Romana
many as a mere “opinion,” exactly as defined right from the start by the 22. messainlatino.it
president of the German episcopal conference, Limburg bishop Georg 23. L'Isola di Patmos
Batzing, in whose diocese - as in many others all over the world - those 24. Lo Straniero

blessings have been practiced for some time.
25. Rod Dreher

And they will certainly not be interrupted, with Pope Francis letting everything 26. Opzione Benedetto
and the opposite of everything be done without ever saying clearly what he 27. LifeSite News

really wants. As has already happened with Eucharistic communion shared 98. InfoVaticana

between Catholics and Protestants, after his memorable "yes, no, | don't
. , _ _ 29. Religiondigital.com
know, do it yourselves” that disarmed any subsequent corrective

intervention by the congregation for the doctrine of the faith or by the pontifical 30. National Catholic Reporter
council for Christian unity. 31. Il Regno

32. Settimana

*

33. A. Grillo
This is what is happening today. But there is a precedent, very similar but with 34. Catholic World Report

the opposite outcome, which it is instructive to recall. 35. First Things

It was the year 2000, with John Paul Il as pope and with Joseph Ratzinger as 36. The Catholic Thing
cardinal prefect of the congregation for the doctrine of the faith. 37. MondayVatican

The subject of the dispute was a declaration, “Dominus lesus,” sighed by 38. NCR - Pentin

Ratzinger and by then-secretary of the congregation Tarcisio Bertone, that 39. NYT - Ross Douthat

reaffirmed an absolute cornerstone of the Christian faith: that the salvation of 40. NYT - Jason Horowitz

all comes from Jesus and from him alone. 41. WSJ - Francis X. Rocca

It was also written there that John Paul Il had “ratified and confirmed” the 42. Religion News Service

declaration “with a sure conscience and with his apostolic authority.” 43. Diplomazia pontificia
44. OLIR

But this did not prevent a wave of rebellion from rising then as well, even on

the part of bishops and cardinals of the first magnitude. 45. Pew Research

And then too the explicit target was not the pope, but rather the congregation

ARCHIVI
@elezieﬂ%mese—tj

for the doctrine of the faith and its cardinal prefect.

There were even those who - like Vatican Council Il historian Alberto Melloni -
attributed the composition of “Dominus lesus” to the “incompetence” of
unspecified “associates of the congregation” whom Ratzinger himself “in
direct conversations showed he did not esteem and did not know,” and all this
in order to sabotage the papacy of Karol Wojtyla “for his ecumenical attitude
and his theses on the God of the Quran.”

But it did not happen at all that John Paul Il then publicly distanced himself
from that document, in a subsequent Angelus. Indeed, quite the opposite
happened.

To begin with, given the extent of the protests, pope Woijtyla summoned
Cardinal Ratzinger to discuss the matter and decide what to do. Just as a few
days ago Pope Francis summoned Cardinal Ladaria to an audience.

But what happened in that meeting? And then at the Angelus on Sunday
October 1 20007 Let’s hear from Ratzinger himself and how he wrote about
it - as pope emeritus - in a 2014 book:

“In the face of the firestorm that had developed around 'Dominus lesus,' John
Paul Il told me that he intended to defend the document unequivocally at the
Angelus. He invited me to write a text for the Angelus that would be, so to
speak, airtight and not subject to any different interpretation whatsoever. It
had to be completely unmistakable that he approved the document
unconditionally.

“So | prepared a brief address: | did not intend, however, to be too brusque,
and so | tried to express myself clearly but without harshness. After reading it,
the pope asked me once again: ‘Is it really clear enough?’ | replied that it was.

“Those who know theologians will not be surprised that in spite of this there
were afterward some who maintained that the pope had prudently distanced
himself from that text.”

One may note the entirely Ratzingerian irony of these last two lines. Certainly
not applicable to Pope Francis, who in his Angelus of this March 21 distanced
himself from the “Responsum” against blessings of homosexual couples, and
in earnest.

*

(In the photo above, from November 28 2020, Pope Francis visiting pope
emeritus Benedict XVI).
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